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THEY FELL THREE AND A HALF MILES

HpHEY say that cats have nine lives. But I am going
^ to tell you about a " cat" that used up the whole
batch, and then came purring home, bringing its tail and
not much else behind it, after a 3,500 mile non-stop run.

A great part of that flight was covered in a condition
in which only superlative flying skill, great courage and
endurance, and an element of luck prevented the giant
aircraft from smashing nose-down into the waves.

A " Cat " is the R.A.F. name for the 104-feet wingspan
Catalina PBY flying-boat.

She is one of the biggest aircraft in operational service,
weighs more than fifteen tons, has her own electric kitchen
and all mod, convs. (as the house agents used to say), and
can cover a range of well over 4,000 miles.

A very fine machine, but rather a handful to toss around
the sky when anything goes badly wrong upstairs over
the middle of the Atlantic.

Six.men climbed aboard her in Bermuda, and went to
their stations ready to run her over the 3,500 mile course
to Britain. The pilots were J. G. Fleming and J. J. Meikle ;
there were two flight engineers, and two Canadian civilian
radio operators.

There was the usual good-natured chaff when they
were ready to start. This business of flying the Atlantic,
that used to be a newspaper headline story for the world
before the war, has shrunk to be just a routine journey
like any other. Day and night, big machines go droning
eastward, no longer in ones and twos but in flights and
squadrons, to join in the war. Hitler has learned and will
learn how unwise it is to throw stones into hornets1 nests.

" How many pairs of silk stockings for the girl friends ? "
came a strong American voice.